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Close racing at the Autumn regatta  

 

Everybody duck! No holds barred in the race for chocolate. 
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Editorial 
 
Welcome to another issue of Broadreach. The summer sailing is well behind us 
but I’m pleased to say that we’ve discovered some good writers amongst the 
membership to help provide some entertaining reading, as many of you hang up 
your lifejackets for the winter. 
   
Peter Joseph has worked “miracles” with a great piece on doing his yachtmaster 
exams and then going on to make the most of them with some great trips – an 
inspiration to us all.  We’ve also taken you back 30 years to the club’s earlier 
years by interviewing one of it’s oldest members, Harold Grenfell.  Although 
Broadwater hasn’t seen too many major changes in that time, you might be sur-
prised to learn that the clubhouse was initially at the other end of the lake!  
 
David Wilson, besides regularly leading us around the lake with Sandra in his 
red Graduate, has given a nice account of his summer excursions at the Nation-
als and at a couple of other weeks you might like to try out yourself one day.. 
always entertaining. 
 
Fittingly we have a tribute to a generous past member – Mark Fielding, who had 
many happy years sailing here before sadly passing away. He kindly left a lega-
cy for Broadwater to buy a lovely bench (proudly placed in front of the club-
house) and, even better, funded a laser for use by members. Please read about 
this charming man. 
 
There are also contributions from the committee and others on new members, 
junior sailing, road repairs and bonfire night.   For those members who spend as 
much time in their gardens as on the water, we’ve included a piece on sheds. 
Sheds can be a man’s dream escape pod, a gardener’s haven or a great boat 
store / workshop. Ian Cherkas gives us a nice account of his well researched 
route to a new “log cabin”, destined to be the envy of many, although not without 
it’s fair share of issues as he sought what he most wanted. He’s certainly con-
vinced me to pursue a similar route to provide a safe haven for my Lark.   

 
It only remains for me to encourage you to make the most 
of the club in 2015, dig out those dry suits and join us on 
the water in January if you’re feeling really brave. 
 
Happy new year  
 
Andrew Cooney (Lark 2086) 
 
 

Our front cover shows Mark Fielding happily sailing his multihull on the lake. 
(Broadreach is also available on the club website and has the added advantage that all 
photographs are in full colour). 
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Commodore’s Gybes 

Stewart French 
Commodore 

The race committee have organised and run the weekly racing and successful 
regattas. The junior fleet has been out on Saturdays improving their skills and 
having fun. Congratulations to those who gained RYA certificates and competed 
so successfully in the London Youth Games. Thank you to all who help to make 
this club work on a week by week basis.  I hope you have all had an enjoyable 
Christmas and are looking forward to next years sailing. 
 
Membership news 
 
Dear Member, 
Looking back to last year, we welcomed : 
Tommy Lathrope 
Des Merrigan & Beatrice Martin 
Ken & Rachael Hogg 
Ian James 
Kevin & Judy Sowden 
David Riley 
Jeremy Kahn 
Daryll & Sarah Atkinson 
 
We hope that you had a good summer of sailing and 
look forward to meeting you out on the water again in 
2015. 
 
Road Trailer Owners 
During the October 2014 work party, a very dedicated team hauled out, hacked 
and cleared over 30 road trailer berths. Once again a few of the trailers looked 
most unroadworthy. If you have a road trailer at the far end of the boat park, 
unloved and unkempt, please make one of your New Year’s resolutions that in 
2015 you will give it more regular and tender care. I have resolved to be more 
on top of berth maintenance this year; those that are untidy and overgrown will 
have the free road trailer berth withdrawn! 

A very happy New Year to you all. The summer gave us 
a mix of sailing from warm through to cold. I hope that 
you have been able to enjoy your boats and Broadwater 
Sailing Club. I have missed out on a big section of Broad-
water life so I offer a huge vote of thanks to the commit-
tee members who have been constantly working to keep 
the club as we would like it. Please think seriously about 
offering to join the main committee helping to continue 
the development of the club. Hopefully by the time you 
read this the track will have been re-graded. If it has 
please keep your speed down as the wear on the surface 
increases hugely with vehicle speed. 

Catherine Turner, 
membership secretary 
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The dreaded road (or the dreadful road) 

There has been much debate about the state of the club access road, both 
amongst the Committee and between members of the club. The road is certain-
ly not in a very good state of repair, this is for several reasons. Our lease in-
cludes a clause that the landlord will maintain the access road. The landlord 
(Lafarge) has a land agent (Savills). We have to deal through the land agent, 
which makes negotiations difficult as even when we get agreement with the 
agent it is no guarantee that the landlord will agree. In the past we have man-
aged to get some maintenance work carried out, but this has only been pothole 
filling on a small scale. The road has gradually deteriorated over the years. 

However the road condition has to be kept in perspective! Since we moved the 
clubhouse to the north of the lake, many years ago, the road has always been a 
rough track. The length of the road would make it very expensive to lay and 
keep a good surface. This is probably the reason that the landlord is not very 
keen on carrying out the maintenance as the cost would probably far exceed 
the rent that we pay. It would be cheaper to close the club! 

We also have the potential 
problem that a good surface 
encourages faster driving! We 
would have to erect speed 
bumps, which are just inverted 
potholes!   

However, there is some light at 
the bottom of the pothole. We 
have accepted a quote from an 
unadopted road and farm track 
contractor to lay a new 
"planings" surface on the worst 
parts of the road. This was 
agreed to be done in the winter as 
it is then easier to see the parts of 
the road which collect water, and 
to slope the surface accordingly , 
with water run off ditches where necessary. In my last discussion with the con-
tractor it now looks like being done at the end of December. 

I hope it has been done by the time you are reading this, if not then the website 
will contain an update on the situation. 

Brian 

Brian Deacon, seen here in his Phantom at 
the Nelson Regatta 



 6 

Junior Sailing 
 
Although our Saturday children’s club has finished until 
May 2015, there are many ways in which our junior 
members can take part in sailing during the winter.   
 
If you know how to start a race and have a basic under-
standing of the rules, why not join the adults on Sunday 
morning?  The Fevas, Toppers and Laser are all availa-
ble and are good racing boats.  Although slower than 
many of the boats raced by the adults, the handicap sys-
tem makes them competitive.  Crews are often needed 
for adult racers in two person boats, so look out for 
emails from me asking for crew.   
 
Some of our sailors are continuing to do race training 
with HOAC during the winter.  If you are not already 
involved but would like to be and are a competent rac-
er, please contact Richard Linsdale or Bill Kerslake.  If juniors would like to sail at 
other times, there are Optimists, Toppers, Fevas (for those who have already 
sailed them) and the Laser.  Parents need to be confident that the child is able to 
cope with the weather conditions.  If there is no safety boat already on the water, 
parents should launch a safety boat or take out another sailing boat.  Any losses 
or breakages must be reported to Richard Linsdale.   
 
It is important to have the correct kit for winter sailing.  If you capsize in January 
or February, the water temperature can be very low.  I wear a dry suit, which 
means I don’t get wet when I capsize.  You need to wear plenty of warm clothing 
under your dry suit if it is a cold day.  A thick wetsuit with long sleeves and long 
legs is also fine.  The fit must be close, but not uncomfortably tight.  When you 
capsize, it is a bit of a shock when the water soaks your suit, but if the fit is good, 
you will soon warm up when you start sailing again.  You also need sturdy foot-
wear, sailing gloves, a hat and a good buoyancy aid.    
 
Next summer, with the help of Dave Banger, we hope to organise a trip on the 
Thames in the two Cornish Crabbers he maintains for a private school.  This will 
be for the older juniors.  We all wish Dave well as he recovers from his broken 
leg.  As usual, we hope to take some of the juniors to HOAC to take RYA Junior 
Certificates on 6th June 2015.  Keep this date in your diary.   
 
If any of you have ideas for new activities for our junior sailing club, pass them on 
to me.  Before the start of the 2015 junior season, I plan to have a meeting to dis-
cuss our activities and the support Andy, Richard, Bill and I need from you, the 
parents. 
Pam 

Pam Hart  
Junior sailing   
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Chocolate Regatta 
 
The 2014 Junior Sailing season ended with the traditional Chocolate Regatta 
held on Saturday 28 September 2014. A total of 22 junior sailors competed in 
18 boats in 2 groups sailing Oppie's, Toppers, Feva's, plus a Terra, Pico and 
Laser. In nice sunshine but very little wind, initial events included relay racing to 
get parts for the boat, rigging and paddling races and when the wind started to 
pick-up sailing with paddling assistance and finally racing including backward 
sailing legs. With Race Officer discretion applied, finally results were: 
Group 1 (Oppie's)  - 1st James, Joint 2nd Newton & Ben,  3rd John  
Group 2  - 1st Emmanuel & Alex (Feva),  2nd Filip (Topper), 3rd James (Laser).  
Well done to all other Junior Sailors taking part including Ossie, Marianne & 
Emma, Julius, Ben, Christopher, Becky & Kate, Josh, James, Toby, Stanley, 
Zoe and visitor Andrea. All enjoyed the Chocolate prizes! 

 
 

 
Junior Sailing is only possible with the support of parents who assist with rig-
ging, launching, boat prep, grass cutting and the galley, with overall organisa-
tion provided by Pam Hart and boat maintenance by Richard Linsdale, along 
with other experienced club members who all provide time for free. A big 
THANK YOU to everyone in making the 2014 Junior Sailing Season a great 
success. As I write this article, I'm already looking forward to the 2015 Junior 
Sailing season which starts on Saturday 2nd May 2015 along with the Start 
Racing Course.  

Andy Chaplin, Main Committee and Junior sailing rep, issuing instructions 
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Summer racing …just call me Dave! 
 
The path to success is nothing to do with tacking on the windshifts or getting a 
great start. It’s about having the right name! DAVE.  Mssrs Wilson, Cherill and 
Weatherhead claimed most of the top spots throughout the Wednesday and 
Sunday summer racing and their dominance continues even now.  
 
Other notable performances with race wins over the summer have come from 
our commodore Stewart French, Mike Parker, Richard Linsdale, Travis Benton, 
Graham Darvill, Colin Gent, Harold Grenfell and, of course, DAVE Kinnerly. 
 
A few statistics which are reasonably 
encouraging: 
Different types of boat raced, 22. 
Competitors (70 Sundays pursuit, 64 
handicap, 53 Wednesdays) 
Average turnout was 19 for both the 
series of pursuit races. This dropped 
to 12 for the handicap.  
Biggest fleet – solos (14 in all have 
raced over the summer). 
The one-offs included the Merlin, 
Lark, Comet, RS200, Wanderer, La-
ser 2, Supernova, ICON and Leader. 
Nearly ever present – Paul Haywood 
missed just a couple of races on Sun-
days and Wednesdays. 
 
The best after sailing comment comes from Llewlyn Watkins who proposed we 
run a festival next year as we had enough weed to keep everyone happy! 
 
Results 
Wednesday evening series 
1st Dave Weatherhead 2nd Dave.Wilson 3rd Stewart French 
Summer series (pursuit) 
1st Dave Wilson,  2nd Dave.Cherill  3rd Mike Parker 
Summer series (handicap) 
1st Dave Wilson  2nd Dave Cherill 3rd Dave Weatherhead 
Autumn series (pursuit) 
1st  Greg Hart   2nd Dave Cherill 3rd Dave Weatherhead 
Autumn series (handicap) 
1st  Dave Cherill  2nd Dave Weatherhead 3rd Greg Hart  
Autumn Regatta 
1st Dave Cherill,   2nd Dave Kinnerley 3rd Andrew Cooney 
Nelson Regatta 
1st Greg Hart   2nd Mike Parker  3rd Dave Weatherhead 

Dave Cherill, regularly in the top three in his  
laser, and definitely has the right name! 
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November 1st Bonfire Night  
 
After much worrying about shortage of  
combustibles for the bonfire, enough was found and 
the usual reliable team constructed a sizeable struc-
ture. Finishing touches were provided by two red 
dinghies, so if you own a red wooden dinghy, look 
after it!  Weather on the night was good with a 
strong breeze.  
 
A musical evening was provided by Greg, Dave and 
Sarah and ample food via the BBQ and bar, com-
pleted most essentials. A certain Mr Fawkes turned 
up and managed to scale the side of the bonfire, 
and the juniors who had brought him along were 
able to light the necessary blue touch paper.  The 
spectators were soon edging away from the heat as 
the flames roared away into the night sky.   
 
Away from the fire the refreshment crew were slaving away and then at 7.30 the 
firework display was started  with a rocket warning to call attention. The pyro-
technics were underway for the next half hour and all was safely completed in 
spite of one minor misfire. The junior sailors provided the most support with a 
poor gathering from Sunday sailors (bad road?). A very big thank you to all who 
helped run the event.                           Alan Darvill 
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Dinghy helm to Day Skipper 
 
Several Broadwater members own cruising yachts. 
Quite a few more have the knowledge and qualifica-
tions to charter a yacht for a holiday in UK, the Medi-
terranean or somewhere more exotic. The club even 
organises an annual cruise in the Solent. But despite 
this, I find that many members who haven’t tried it 
think that there is a big step up from dinghies to cruis-
ers.  
 
The truth is, the step up is quite straightforward.  
If you can sail around Broadwater in 10 to 12 knots 
of breeze in reasonable comfort, then you are well 
on your way to bigger things and probably for less money than you think. If, 
however, you are already in the group that’s got the yachting bug you might find 
the offers at the end of this article the best part. 
 
The mechanics of sailing are pretty much the same for larger boats, albeit you 
may find a wheel rather than a tiller and the forces are bigger so you may need 
winches to haul in the sheets. Cruisers are far more stable than dinghies – no 
surprise really when you consider the weight of a lead keel – and you also have 
the benefit of a motor on hand for berthing or if the wind lets you down. Yes, 
you also need to know a bit of navigation and brush up on who is the stand-on 
and who is give-way boat, but the theory can easily be learnt on-line at home 
with an RYA Day Shipper Theory course (£265-£300), on a week’s residential 
course or at night school at a local college. If you like maps and already have a 
little experience of sailing navigation, or perhaps even orienteering, then the 
navigation elements of the course really won’t tax you and you could consider 
doing the more advanced Yachtmaster theory course instead for about the 
same price.		
	
Although there are no laws governing the qualification of pleasure craft skippers 
in the UK, most charter companies require you to have a minimum of an RYA 
Day Skipper Practical certificate, that is unless you have a sufficiently strong 
yachting CV to satisfy their insurance company. The RYA Day Skipper Practical 
qualification entitles you to apply for an International Certificate of Competence 
(ICC), which is often a requirement if you want to charter abroad.  You will also 
need a Marine Radio VHF Short Range Certificate to allow you to operate the 
boat’s radio, for which you can either attend a two-day course or do the training 
on-line and then attend a test centre for assessment for about £100. 
 
The Day Skipper Practical qualification is an on-board course, taking place over 
five days or a few weekends during which you will be taught the practical skills 
needed to berth and navigate a cruising yacht in familiar waters by daylight.  

Peter Joseph, Miracle 
sailor and yachtmaster. 
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There are two versions: Tidal and Non-Tidal and if you attend an RYA coastal 
sailing school in the UK, Portugal, the Canaries or South Africa you will be in tidal 
waters and get the tidal qualification. Courses taken in the Mediterranean or the 
Baltic are non-tidal. The tidal version will give you more flexibility for the future 
and you will almost certainly learn the most studying in the congested tidal waters 
of the Solent. However, the climate in locations just an easyJet flight away is per-
haps more palatable if you want to learn in the low season. The course costs 
around £500 for 5 days or a bit less for three weekends, depending on the loca-
tion and time of year. 

The RYA recommends that you 
have 5 days of experience on board 
a sailing yacht before you do a Day 
Skipper Practical course and I cer-
tainly would not suggest that you 
embark on the path to the qualifica-
tion without at least a taster on a 
yacht. However, if you have mas-
tered the theory and are a compe-
tent dinghy sailor you should not 
have any problems.		

There is no final examination for Day Skipper Practical, as your instructor will as-
sess you during the course.  Assuming that you have not been so unlucky that 
the weather stopped you from completing the syllabus, that you were able to 
demonstrate wind awareness and reasonable rather than advanced sailing ability, 
that you could remember the key points of the rules for the avoidance of collisions 
and the basic elements of navigation and that you had taken a responsible ap-
proach to the safety of the boat and crew, then you should pass. 

For most leisure skippers these are the only courses they take and they open the 
door to the delights of cruising holidays with friends and family. Many choose to 
start with the sociable option of a flotilla charter, a relaxed sail often on a prede-
termined route with a small fleet of other boats supported by a lead boat with pro-
fessional crew on hand to sort out any problems you encounter. Others prefer the 
freedom and challenges of “bareboat” charter where, after a thorough briefing, 
you and your crew are free to sail alone pretty much wherever you wish. The 
Eastern Mediterranean coasts of Turkey and Greece usually offer the most be-
nign conditions for newly qualified skippers, but once you have some experience 
the world is your oyster.   

As for me, I started along that path some ten years ago. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed it 
have made many new friends and picked up various other qualifications including 
First Aid, Sea Survival and an RYA/MCA Yachtmaster Offshore Certificate, which 
with an appropriate endorsement and a medical, is valid for commercial opera-
tions up to 150 miles from shore.  



 12 

Over that time, I’ve sailed from quite a few places around the UK, the Mediterra-
nean and even the USA, with highlights like entering the caldera of Santorini and 
watching dolphins play in our bow wave. I’ve enjoyed the challenges of the wind 
acceleration zones between the Canary Islands and of breaking ice with the bow 
to leave Limehouse Basin in the City one January. While I don’t want to run away 
to a life at sea, I do fancy passing on some of the skills I have learned and am 
considering adding a Cruising Instructor ticket to my portfolio. 

If you want to know more, or fancy some sailing in the Solent as a taster, or just 
for fun and don’t mind sharing the cost of a few days charter then don’t hesitate to 
give me a shout. Similarly, please ask me if you are spurred into action by this 
article and find yourself in need of some help with a troublesome bit of theory. 
In the meantime, here’s a brief list of some of the sailing schools and charter 
agents I have used more than once and where I have friends who have been gen-
erous enough to offer discounts for Broadwater members: 

Chichester Maritime. Good value and well supported on-line only RYA theory courses run 
by Sue Fletcher.  10% discount for two people paying together or 12.5% for 6 or more on 
the same basis.  www.cmonline.co.uk,  info@cmonline.co.uk,  0207 060 1126  

Commodore Yachting.  RYA theory and practical courses from Gosport marina run by 
Stuart Cooper and Karen. 10% discount for Broadwater members for courses booked be-
fore 31st  March, using the code BSC.  
www.commodore-yachting.com,  info@commodore-yachting.com,  Tel :02392 160813 

Solent Yacht Charter. UK Yacht charter agent based in Haslar Marina, Gosport, with a 
sailing school accreditation and a nice range of boats run by Steve Tyas and Mary. An in-
troductory discount of 10% for Broadwater members, or look on-line for great seasonal 
offers.  www.solentyachtcharter.com, steve@solentyachtcharter.com, Tel: 02392 602708 

Nautilus Yachting. Flotilla and bareboat charter holidays abroad run by Jonathan Shears 
and the team. Offering a good range of destinations and lots of discounts on late availabil-
ity, early bookings and multi-week bookings. On top of that there is an additional £50 off for 
members of Broadwater Sailing Club. 
www.nautilusyachting.com, charter@nautilusyachting.com, Tel : 01732 867 445 

FlexiSail.  A well managed and very friendly, shared usage scheme operating from several 
UK marinas as an excellent alternative to traditional yacht ownership. Run by Richard and 
Sue Pierpoint and a strong team FlexiSail offers excellent training, support and social activ-
ities for its members. They have offered a £500 introductory discount to any Broadwater 
members who join FlexiSail. 
www.flexisail.com, info@flexisail.com,  Tel: 01590 688008 or 688087 

StormForce Coaching.  Offering a comprehensive range of RYA theory and practical 
courses from Southampton and arguably the sailing instructors’ instructor, StormForce is 
perhaps the best choice for those wishing to train for ocean crossings or progress beyond 
Yachtmaster to become an instructor. StormForce have offered a 5% discount to members 
booking a course on-line within the next six months. Promotional code BROADWATER. 
www.stormforce.biz, coaching@stormforce.biz, Tel:  023 80 231 122 
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Wheels not a tiller. Peter at the helm  on the south coast of La 
Gomera in the Canary Islands  

End of a perfect day bareboat sailing in the Mediterranean 
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Carnage as the juniors battle it out at Queen Mary 

Greg and Pam Hart winning the Nelson trophy - with time for a photo shot. 
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I  hope there’s nothing ahead…. 

Lining up for a start at the Nelson Trophy weekend 
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There’s a touch of the blues brothers about this ! 

Reflections. Thanks again to Federico Nardini for supplying  
some great shots for Broadreach 
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Travelling juniors 
Juniors take first place in London Youth Traveller Series 
 

Members of our junior sailing club have been competing in the London Youth 
Traveller Series this year, racing as part of the HOAC team managed by Sally 
Jones chief instructor at HOAC. The series has 4 regattas with the last event 
held at Queen Marys Sailing Club on 18th October. The HOAC team had 12 
young people at the regatta including Filip, Emanuele, Marianne and Alex from 
Broadwater. There were over 60 competitors in 4 races in challenging condi-
tions. The team sailed extremely well in high winds blowing force 4 and gusting 
to force 8. Wearing helmets for protection they each showed both skill and de-
termination as the gusts knocked many in the fleet over, keeping the safety 
boats busy. Our juniors sailed as part of a fleet of 33 toppers with Filip placed 
10th, Emanuele 11th, Marianne 16th and Alex 22nd. It was smiles all round when 
at the award ceremony the full results for the series were given and our HOAC 
Team took first place over all. This has been the most successful season yet for 
our junior racers following results in June when the Hillingdon Team (HOAC) 
took silver medals in the London Youth Games, with individual event medals 
also going to Grace, Emanuele and Marianne. Six of our juniors are again tak-
ing part in 6 half day race training sessions provided by HOAC over the winter. 
If you are interested in racing at the club on Sunday mornings or getting in-
volved in London regattas then speak to Pam, Andy or Richard. 
      Report by Bill Kerslake  

Spinnakers fly as the junior racing hots up  
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A tribute to Mark Fielding 1954-2013 
(by Brian Deacon) 
 
Mark joined Broadwater almost 40 years ago in 
around 1978.  He started in Merlins, as I did, and 
in later years became a Laser sailor, also as I did. 
Mark then stayed with the Laser, but nobody’s 
perfect! 
 
He was a very active club member, raced most 
Sundays and became the Laser class fleet repre-
sentative on the Racing Committee at the same time that I chaired that commit-
tee. Mark was a really nice guy, the type you could disagree with on just about all 
the items on the committee minutes, but then still get on without any bad feeling 
or antagonism later. When Mark became ill it reminded me of the saying “when 
bad things happen to good people”. 
 
After Mark’s operation he was advised not to sail again due to the danger of cap-
sizing and drowning if he got water into his stoma. However, he was determined 
to get back onto the water at his favourite club. So, after some investigation he 
decided that if he sailed a multihull that would vastly reduce the risks. Now, multi-
hull dinghies have never been allowed at Broadwater, but as a special case the 
committee agreed to change the club rule to let him use one on  the water.  So 
Mark then purchased the trimaran “Challenger” which many of you will remember 
had pride of place at the top of the slipway.  It’s not an ideal racing dinghy for 
Broadwater, very fast in a straight line but not very good at turning corners!  But 

that didn’t matter to Mark – the important thing for him 
was being back on this beautiful lake again.  
 
Last year Mark lost his battle with cancer.  His wife, 
Carol, decided that a memorial bench on the veranda 
would be an excellent way for the club to remember 
him and she also generously donated £1000 to the 
club to buy a dinghy.   The fine bench is already a 
favourite spot to sit and admire the view.   
 

The “Sailing By” reference inscribed on it is for those of 
us, like Mark, who were sailing before you could just 

google the weather forecast on your phone.  The shipping forecast on radio 4 
was the main source of weather information and it was preceded by the tune 
“Sailing By”, so it’s a very nostalgic reference for the older sailors amongst us.  
With the money Carol donated we just had to buy a Laser.  We had a discussion 
on the committee about what name we should choose and “Fielding Flyer” was a 
strong contender. But then Carol told me of Mark’s favourite saying… if he came 
back from the club or anywhere else and had had a good day he’d say that was 
“magic”.  So as you can see the dinghy is now “Marks Magic” and long may it 
give pleasure to Broadwater sailors and remind us of a great guy.  

Mark in his laser 
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A few words from Mark’s wife Carol 
 
Mark was a programme manager for Smiths Industries where he designed detec-
tion equipment.  He worked for Smith's for 31 years and during his time with them 
went all over the world. He had a stressful job so sailing gave him great pleasure 
in his leisure time and he particularly loved racing. We used to tease him when he 
got home by asking if he came last. Then he would moan about various people 
who’d got in his way and who he thought didn't know the rules. 
 
Mark’s love of sailing began with his friend Roger Gates who he met at Bristol  
University. As a family we spent many weekends sailing in the Solent with Roger 
on his yacht. Once Mark went with Roger to the Channel Islands which he certain-
ly enjoyed. However, it did involve overnight sailing and as Mark was very fond of 
his sleep he didn’t much enjoy staying up on watch in the night.   One summer we 
went with Roger on a sailing flotilla holiday to the Greek Islands and as Roger is 
an experienced sailor we were allowed to sail to a deserted island where we had a 
barbecue. It was there that Mark proposed to me. (A nice touch, Mark!). When we 
went to buy my engagement ring - to keep it secret we pretended we were going 
sailing – we went out in our sailing gear and changed around the corner! 
 
I used to sail with Mark in his first boat 
the Merlin Rocket “Pass in Wind” until 
the boys came along.  He also sailed it 
with Steve who was a friend from work. 
Mark did also try to get our boys, James 
and Will, interested but they didn’t quite 
share his passion for it.  
 
When he became ill he was determined 
to carry on sailing although the consult-
ant thought he was bonkers. We owe a 
great deal of thanks to the club who 
gave him the chance to sail again. It 
meant so much to him and he was moved by the help and kindness of everyone at 
the club. I would like to say a huge thank you especially to Brian Deacon who 
helped James get the Challenger from Rutland water and for everything else he 
has done before and after for our family. 
 
Although Mark is not physically with us anymore it often feels like he is very much 
with his family. Will, our youngest boy, often says when there is a problem “What 
would dad have done?”  and I feel that he still guides us all every day. When we 
come to the sailing club we can feel him there as that was probably when he was 
at his happiest.   
 
We’re now all moving on with our lives….Will and Anna are just about to move into 
their first home whilst James and Catherine are to be married next March. Mark 
would have been so proud. 

Mark’s memorial bench outside BSC 
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My beautiful shed   (by Ian Cherkas) 
 
For a long time now I’ve wanted a shed at the bottom of the garden. Not one to 
keep the bikes and lawnmower stuff in; we have one of those. This one will be a 
workshop only, with everything properly organised in a way that I have never 
been able to achieve before at work or at home.  After weeks of looking on the 
internet and going round garden centres, Sonia found a log cabin that was £1000 
cheaper than its rivals for a better spec. I looked at one they had on display about 
an hour’s drive away and it looked a whole load more impressive in build quality 
than others I had seen. The order would be placed the next day. It turned out to 
be an Eastern European company who exports to the UK. I would take the risk 
anyway. After a bit of haggling a £500 deposit was put down with a delivery date 
of 4 to 6 weeks. 
This was always going to be a do-it-
yourself build to keep costs down. All I 
needed from them was a floor plan 
diagram so that I could lay out the 
base in time for its arrival. The base 
was going to be constructed from rail-
way sleepers laid into the lawn - not 
technically the best thing to do but 
cheaper and quicker than laying out a 
20 x 10 ft concrete base. The sleepers 
were bought, delivered and dumped 
on the drive.  
The floor plans showed 6 floor bearers 
running equally spaced the length of the 
shed. The ground was marked out accordingly. The sleepers were moved down 
to the bottom of the garden with help from friends. Digging begins. Our garden is 
not level in any direction. The plan was to start at the lowest point and work uphill, 
digging the other sleepers down into the ground to match the first. What an abso-
lute pig of a job this was! The most we could do was two in one session. The dig-
ging was relentless. Lifting the sleepers in and out the hole a dozen times or more 
each to get them level with each other took days and produced real back-ache. 
This had to be right or the whole build fails before it starts. 
 
Pay somebody else to do this! 
The log cabin kit finally arrives ten weeks late. Payment for the balance arranged 
to be made on delivery. The driver puts it in the drive with his crane hoist. I try to 
pay over the phone as agreed but they don’t answer because they’re at lunch! 
The driver explains their policy of re-loading the cabin back on the lorry and leav-
ing if they don’t get paid. They didn’t deliver the roof tiles included in the deal so I 
with-hold £400 to make sure that they do. This is more than the value of the tiles 
but I suggest to them that I am more likely to get them sooner rather than later 
this way. They reluctantly agree and the tiles turn up the next day. I pay the bal-
ance less £150 just in case things don’t quite go to plan with the kit cabin! 

“Okay, Sonia, just another 5 minutes!” 
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The build starts. It takes half a day to move the massive pile of wood from the 
drive to the garden. I get out the instruction plans and would you believe it, there 
are 7 floor bearers not 6 so the sleepers are in the wrong place. After studying the 
plans a bit longer I come to the conclusion that 6 bearers will work and I can 
strengthen the floor other ways to make up for the missing one. Building the thing 
turns out to be remarkably simple. They advise use of a light rubber mallet to 
knock the grooved and notched sections together without damaging anything. 
Reality is that you have to use a lump hammer and a piece of wood and hit it as 
hard as you can. After the end of the first half day we have built up to a third of the 
wall height but come to a halt when the next piece of wood is bent like a banana 
and there is no way that this can fit. I phone them to ask for a replacement straight 
section and they say I can have 
one in about three weeks! Twenty 
minutes later I get a call back de-
tailing the technique they employ 
to use bent sections. I don’t think 
much of their technique but now I 
know I can be really aggressive 
with it, because there’s no way 
I’m stopping for three weeks. I put 
a saw cut 2/3 of the way through 
the joist in a few places and this 
allows it to bend back flat.I then 
glue thin fillets into the saw cuts 
to fill the sawn slots.  
 
Bank holiday Monday comes and it pours with rain. I don’t get many days off for 
this kind of thing so I plough on anyway wet. By the end of the day the walls are 
basically up. One more day to put on the roof. One day to strengthen the floor for 
the machinery and another to put down the floor-boards. Just one more to fit the 
roof tiles. The doors and windows go in really easily. Neil Parsloe installs the elec-
trics after I trail the armoured cable up the garden via the middle of the laurel 
hedge, through another shed, under the side path, across the side of the house 
and finally through the wall to the fuse box. We now have light, heat and power. 
A few more weekends go by and the cabin has benches, shelving, storage cabi-
nets, an ex-skip comfy chair, radio, a lathe and all manner of other workshop toys. 
It’s now usable. Hugh, our son, has been told he is on a three strikes and you’re 
out policy if he messes the place up. Sonia has just told me that an equivalent 
amount of money shall now be spent on new clothes. I didn’t see that coming! 
The cabin manufacturer finally had their last instalment and asked for feedback. 
Apart from delivery grief the cabin is in fact excellent and although the instructions 
weren’t brilliant they said that almost nobody does this as a DIY build. Now they 
tell me!  However, I can highly recommend it. 
 
Thanks to family and friends for the help—without which this could not have been 
done.    Ian  
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Member focus  - long time member Harold Grenfell 
 
What boats have you sailed and what is your sailing background? 
Up until my late 30’s I was a karting enthusiast but felt I should change to some-
thing a little more sedate. The choice came down to one of three options; hang-
gliding, golf or sailing. Having chosen sailing, a friend offered me a mirror dinghy 
which I bought and joined up with HOAC for some lessons. This was a horrible 
uncomfortable boat so my wife and I went to the boat show to buy a small cruiser 
but having seen the prices she thought that all we could afford was a Topper din-
ghy which is what I settled for. The first day at HOAC with my new very expen-
sive boat I was accosted by Wolfgang and made to join his sailing club and start 
racing. 
From that point on I was well and truly hooked. Several toppers later and trips all 
over the place to Topper Opens, Area Champs., Nationals, Europeans and finally 
the Topper Worlds (obviously a much smaller world than it is now) I was talked 
into buying a Laser. I was still at HOAC with the Ruislip Single handers S.C. and 
did a few more opens with that but it was 
difficult to car top a Laser so that didn’t last 
long. Although I have stuck to sailing a Laser 
for decades what I really wanted was a Solo. 
During this period of dinghy sailing the com-
pany I worked for started a sailing and cruis-
ing club with a 27foot MacWesterley which 
developed in stages up to them running a 
Maxi 1000 which for most of the time was 
berthed in the Solent. This enabled to me go 
pub crawling along the Normandy and North 
Brittany coasts and led on to some Solent ‘round the buoys’ and ‘round the is-
land’ racing. Since retiring I have kept up the pub crawls which this year was 
firstly a trip to the Scilly Isles from Lymington and then a charter boat trip round 
the Isle of Skye and across to the Outer Hebrides, with of course a visit to the 
Talliskar Distillery on Skye to check out their products. 
 
What made you join BSC? How long have you been a member of the Club?  
I was originally at our neighbouring  club HOAC.  As you may know HOAC is run 
by Hillingdon council and is really a collection of clubs doing a wide range of ac-
tivities such as rowing, canoeing, windsurfing as well as sailing and these were 
not very compatible. There was also a problem with pilfering and damage but the 
real crunch came when they decided to ban alcohol on site. I’m not saying that 
we were “bad boys” but we did enjoy a beer between races so the decision was 
made for the sailing section of the club to leave HOAC. In the meantime while 
drinking at the Horse and Barge (now closed) we had noticed a fleet of Merlin 
Rockets drifting around in the trees down the drive opposite. The outcome was 
that the single handers were disbanded and 9 Laser sailors, including Wolfgang 
and myself, joined Broadwater around 1984. 
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I realise the clubhouse moved from the other end of the lake. Why was that? 
Being the new boys we were tucked away in a compound at the very end of a very 
narrow shallow creek which could be a real problem getting in and out into the sail-
ing area. I think we had been there about a year when they started to talk in ear-
nest about ‘The Move’ which of course couldn’t come soon enough. We were told 
when to move our boats and after that it all happened like magic. Two caravans 
appeared as temporary changing rooms, a ramp and a base for the club house 
was laid followed shortly by the building of the clubhouse. We must have had a 
very good committee in those days for it all to happen so quickly and effectively. 
Brian Chidwick has done a good write up on the history of the club on the club web 
site, and this period of change is covered very well by him. My most vivid memory 
during this change happened prior to the move when permission was gained to site 
our race hut on the west side of the big island. During a work party day a landing 
stage was built in the little creek at the North end and a corridor cut, in what then 
was 5 foot high bracken, to the hut. People were being ferried over in the two res-
cue boats all day but when it came to getting them back ashore one boat’s engine 
wasn’t working. I must have returned on an earlier run because I can remember 
looking up the lake and seeing this boat being towed back full of people all stand-
ing up. Whenever I see pictures of illegal immigrants arriving in Italy from Africa it 
reminds me of that incident. 
 
I know you have done lots of work on maintenance for the club/surrounding area…
could you tell me a little about this? 
I suppose it began with the change in management of the Herts. & Middlesex Wild-
life Trust, who in the past had put a total ban on anybody even landing on the is-
lands. Rob Hopkins of HMWT was now actively encouraging the removal of trees 
and undergrowth from the water’s edge and the islands. A group of us got together 
and with a few hand tools and my small chain saw we made a start on the big is-
land. This grew to bigger and bigger work parties and bonfires and the addition of 
an Allen scythe and some power tools which made life much easier. It was great 
fun but then it was finished so we started on the trees along the boat park shore. 
After that the club bought us the DR Brush and Grass Cutter so we are now able to 
keep the Islands and our site tidy. Some of the original members like Pete Wel-
bourne have moved on but the likes of Paul Tarbox and Alan Darvill still put in an 
appearance. 
 
What have been the highlights of your time at the club? 
Seeing the last tree in the boat park fall into the lake was pretty high on the list of 
highlights. However, the games evenings we used to have in the early days of the 
club house were also definitely something special. The club already had a dart-
board and a table tennis table and in addition we had the use of table skittles, 
shove halfpenny, dominos and other table games.  Such evenings were then often 
finished off with a fish and chip supper. There was always lots to drink too which 
perhaps wouldn’t go down too well with the current drink drive rules. Of course the 
overriding highlight has always been the Wednesday evening racing on a warm 
summers’ evening followed by one of Anne and Alan Darvill’s barbeques.  
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World Tour 2014 
 
Graduate Nationals  
2014 and its Chichester Yacht Club for the Nationals in late July. The clubhouse 
is excellent with professional secretaries, bar staff and chef. Some say people 
join the club just to use the restaurant and enjoy the view as there is a special 
atmosphere in the dining room - no waiters or sommeliers selling you upmarket 
with the latest fad wine. You order at the hatch, grab your alcohol from the bar, 
sit down and wait for your buzzer to waken to tell you the meal is ready. Also 
nearby is an acceptable Indian restaurant which makes a pleasant change. 
 
I digress as always. Organizing the camping was somewhat fraught as we were 
only given permission on the Wednesday by the landlord and we set up on the 
Thursday. Suffice to say it was fine and only a few minutes walk from the club 
house over the old canal. 
 
The estuary is tidal and our event was coincident with the open family 
week....but no visitors... all home boats. This meant the water was quite busy 
with initially our start being before the handicap fleet. However this caused prob-
lems at the marks on the trapezoidal /sausage course. The start was then 
moved to starting before the other fleet so fewer boats caught us up. It was not 
perfect sharing the water but if you join a family week that’s what you get. Actu-
ally it felt more like children's week...loads of them. 
 
Steve Cockerill of Rooster Sailing gave us some short race training and coach-
ing on the Friday before a practice race and this was fun...fortunately the windy 
conditions which were hard for us older sailors did not reoccur. 
 
Looking at the water before racing we spotted a red hulled Grad in the distance. 
Wow these guys are keen. Well it turned out to be an ex-Chipstead S.C. mem-
ber sailing down from Dell Quay which is the next club up river. 
 
The racing is well documented elsewhere but the good spirit and sportsmanship 
was exemplary. This was a very competitive fleet and we had the first recall I 
can remember at the Nationals for the last 25 years. 
 
We stayed till Tuesday morning and it was like after a party but without the 
washing up. 

What’s the biggest pleasure you get from the club now? 
During the summer I like to get down to the club early so that I can cut the grass 
in the car park before everyone arrives for racing. Afterwards, I sit out on the 
veranda with a coffee, watch the birds (the ones with webbed feet) and say hel-
lo to people as they arrive. If I have a good race afterwards that is ‘the icing on 
the cake’. 
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Maylandsea Bay Week 
 
Following the Stone Week Regatta we struck camp and moved five miles down 
the road for Maylandsea Bay family week with the threat of strong winds from the 
remains of Hurricane Bertha. Saturday was a non sailing day and we declined 
the Sunday club race which resulted in only one finisher. The gusts across the 
water were fearsome, which did not bode well.  
 
Monday winds appeared to be a little lighter but with the anemometer peaking at 
Force 7.5 (gale) capsizes, retirements and breakages were the order of the day. 
Laser mast snapped in half, sails ripped, battens broken , tiller extension over-
board and complete rudder and tiller lost to the bottom of the Blackwater.  

Stone Week 
 
Following CYC and the Graduate Nationals we made our way to Stone SC near 
Maldon, Essex for Stone Week. Previously we have camped at the club, but this 
was not amusing largely due to the close proximity of other campers and the 
somewhat unsocial behaviour of a young minority (typical rant of the elderly!). 
This year we found a campsite some 10 minutes away and our nearest neigh-
bours were two goats who were fairly well behaved. Occasionally they leapt onto 
the top of their corrugated iron shelters and butted each other in the head, but 
they seemed to like this.  
 
Fortunately the weather was fairly hot and the winds very light which suited us. 
We sailed in the slow handicap fleet of some 20 boats and found ourselves pre-
dominantly with RS200s, Lasers and a Wayfarer. Other fleets were a fast handi-
cap and Squibs. The Unicorn catamarans have their Nationals here each and 
every year (seven boats!). We also had three Catapult catamarans sailing with us 
for a three day Open event. The water therefore was busy and with strong tides 
care needed to be taken to avoid collisions. Fortunately the Cat sailors seemed to 
be most aware as their speeds in a straight line were much higher than ours, alt-
hough they were painfully slow round the marks. 
 
Initially we raced around the cans, but the second day saw a committee boat start 
with sausages and triangles in very shifty conditions which gave us good results. 
Wednesday was a fun pursuit race which did not count for the series, so we went 
sightseeing and looked forward to Thursday. We should have started at 1030am 
but the wind was never strong enough and we were eventually called off at 4pm. 
Good job as the weather was hot – all a bit tedious. We then had three races 
scheduled for Friday and in a Force 3 wind over tide the water was very lumpy. It 
was very difficult to work out if we had done well, but luckily the results came up 
good enough to get the T-shirts, trophy and a small set of box spanners! 
This was an excellent Regatta with the weather and company of other sailors. 
Champagne conditions... 
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Of the 28 starters only 4 finished. Suffice to say we started and had a fantastic 
planing reach to the leeward mark, but when beating back we were unable to 
hold the boat anywhere near flat so retired, after ¾ of a lap. The second race 
we stayed ashore.  
 
Tuesday looked more promising with gusts up to Force 6.5 We signed up and 
sailed but once again we recorded a DNF. However the well sailed Kestrels 
and the Lasers managed so much better . Evening brought a terrific Karaoke 
event and the club really jumped - best bar takings in the week! 
 
The song YMCA was enthusiastically supported and the effort of one young 
lady was much admired with a most peculiar dance action. The song will never 
be the same for me. It was also surprising how many people knew the words of 
Streets of London.  
 
Wednesday was a drop to Force 5.5 and at last we finished a race in the Grad-
uate. However, Sandra’s back was hurting so we sat out the next two races. 
 
The last day of sailing promised 10 mile an hour wind, and at last it was sunny ; 
well it was until we started racing. The sky darkened and to the north the pitch 
black sky was full of rain and lightning. The wind picked up to a 5 but we contin-
ued racing noting the numerous capsizes. Out in the main river we saw Phil 
The Thrill, spill the Superover (sorry Supernova) one more time - he says “its 
very good in light winds“. Anyway the wind abated, the mast upright for the first 
time, bliss, calm. Suddenly a storm of biblical proportions came upon us. Two 
nearby lasers took a ducking and we chickened out of a couple of gybes before 
finishing on a screaming reach, in the rain and the wind. 
 
Next race after the storm was just sailable in hardly any wind and after a de-
lightful shorten course signal saw us over the line just a boat length behind the 
faster rated Hornet.  
 
Friday was a fun day with the World Championship Final of the Mud Race, with 
a young lady showing the men and all of us how to win. A race for Single 
handers was run together with a crews race. Then, what we had all been wait-
ing for - the Swallows and Amazons event . Heavily decorated and heavily 
crewed old dinghys were paddled, pushed or towed by swimmers from the Salt-
ings back to the club after collecting gold coins at various clued points. I am not 
sure who won but about 50 people got very wet.  Finally, a superb buffet sup-
per, prize giving and the great Gigabytes rock group with our organiser showing 
us how high he can jump whilst dancing - strangely unusual but rather impres-
sive . After the band, matters progressed until 3am when a shout was heard “If 
you don’t shut it I will call the police”. 
What a week , thanks to all, you know who you are! 
 
Ruby Tuesday, Grad 3010 
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An impressive shore support team. 

Pam directing the oppies 
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